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Purpose

The Washington Township Girls Softball League isarateur organization
designed to provide supervised softball competittorgirls regardless of race, creed or
religion. All rostered girls shall have the opparity to play in every game. There will be
no try-outs and no cuts. Our main objective isravle a positive environment in which
to teach softball fundamentals and good sportsnignsh

Staff Organization

Commissioner— The commissioner is the active head of all leadjuisions and has the
final say on all activities and problems arisingnfrthe operation and play of the league.
The commissioner presides over all meetings anldbade board votes that result in a
tie.

Assistant Commissioner The assistant commissioner coordinates witthalbfficers
in the handling of league details and becomesd¢tiegacommissioner when necessary.

Head Organizer— The head organizer helps to coordinate thetsftufrthe individual
school organizers as well as serving as a resdor¢eem. The head organizer has the
power to overrule the individual school organizensall organizing matters and
residency issues.

Treasurer — The treasurer shall collect and disperse ati$tand maintain accurate
financial records for the league. The treasurelt shdmit a financial statement to the
board at the end of each season. This report ifableaupon request to any member in
the WTGSL.

League Secretary- The secretary shall keep notes on all meetprgpares and sends
all league correspondences (e.g. certified leitrtsannouncements) and helps to keep
the meetings on track and following any agendas.

Scheduler— The scheduler coordinates and distributes sébedd all games, arranges
for the use of fields and acts as a liaison betwkereague and the umpire association.

Head Re-Scheduler Each division will have an assigned re-schedarer the head re-
scheduler helps to coordinate their efforts. Thedhe-scheduler has the power to
overrule the individual division re-schedulers.

Rules & Protests— The rules & protests chairperson is the poirdasttact for anyone in
the league wishing to file a protest.

Statistics— The statistics chairperson keeps an accurateiatof all win and losses for
every team in the league and will occasionally @iaithe standings on the league
website.
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First-Aid — The first-aid chairperson stocks, distributed emllects all first-aid kits.

Equipment Manager — The equipment manager purchases, distributesdalatts all
equipment at the beginning and the end of eacloeedbey shall provide the board with
an itemized inventory at the beginning and endacheseason.

Field Maintenance— The field maintenance chairperson shall obtaimmis for practice
and game fields, where needed, and shall suparfisers to fields as approved by the
board.

The above representatives of the WTGSL Board aderéct charge of all divisions. All
matters pertaining to the league, its teams arivasions should be directed to them.

The board of the WTGSL reserves the right to chamyepart of these by-laws as needed
at any time during the season.

School Organizers- School organizers shall be appointed by thedoara yearly basis.
They arrange for sign-ups (including an informaletirgg for players and parents), split
teams, recruit coaches, approve assistant coanbes#ect all necessary monies and
paperwork that needs to be turned in to the le&gpasurer. They also act as a liaison
between all participants from their school andlibard and are to help ensure that their
coaches and fans understand the playing ruleswafas of this league. The school
organizer reports to the head organizer.

Re-Scheduler- Each division shall have a re-scheduler. A teedaler is the point of
contact for all coaches in their division and fa@ikes the re-scheduling of games that
have been rained-out or games that have been pestiy the coaches. The re-
scheduler decides if the excuse for a postponee gasufficient reason enough to
cancel and re-schedule a game. The re-schedulertsdp the head re-scheduler.

Head Coaches- Head coaches are appointed yearly by the sadrgahizer. A head
coach is responsible for the league supplied egenpnpaying the umpire fees, keeping
their rosters up-to-date with the league, reporjagne scores, scheduling practices and
the supervision and safety of their team.

Divisions of Play

A player’s division is determined by her grade leve

Minors Division & and 4" grades
Majors Division 8 and & grades
Junior High Division 7 and &' grades
High School Division 8 thru 12" grades
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Player Eligibility

To play softball in the WTGSL, every player froffl §rade through High School must be
in good health and meet one of the following regjments:

1. Play for the elementary school in the schostirii they live in
2. Play for the school which they attend

Any exceptions must be board approved. Any playes wiolates district regulations will
be suspended with automatic team forfeiture ofgampes in which the ineligible player
participated.

No girl can play out of her grade level for any reaon unless she originally started
early. The only way to start early is to be§ @rader that was held back. Any girls that
start early can only spend two years in each a@miguntil High School) and must move
up with the current'8grade class she's starting with.

League Rules
1. Coaches & Assistants

1.1. All coaches are assigned the responsibility of ¢p@iositive role models for
the players. Conduct unbecoming a coach shall bgecor dismissal from this
league.

1.2. ltis the head coach’s responsibility to contr@ithans at all times.

1.3. Head coaches must report any change of mailingeaddr phone number to
the league secretary as soon as possible. The beacé all responsibility and
consequences from the league being unable to ¢ahtam when required.

1.4. Head coaches must carry this rules booklet and&S2Sule book to all
games.

1.5. Head coaches are responsible for cleaning allefrdsh from their sideline
after a game or practice. If the sidelines are dotanbe dirty, the head coach can be
called back to clean it.

1.6. All coaches are required to wear in plain view lHreyard that is supplied by
the league that identifies them as the head cobalieam.

1.7. No girl shall be left unsupervised at any practicgame.

1.8. Ahead coach is required to attend the majoritgrattices and games. They
must also attend any mandatory league meetings.
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2. Playing Rules

2.1. The by-laws found in this document supersgeeUSSSA rulesVhen a rule
is not covered in this document the USSSA rulesraedfect.

2.2. The playing field will be a regulation field withe following distances:

Bases Home to Pitcher's Miad Home to 2nd Base
Minors 55' 35' 77'9"
Majors 60’ 40' 84' 10”
JH & HS 65' 45' 91'11”

2.3. Regulation Game Length

2.3.1. For the Minors and Majors, six (6) innings congtta regulation game. In
the case of a game that is rained-out or blacke@dber three (3) innings (2%
innings if the home team is winning), it shall mnsidered an official game. If
the game is rained-out or blacked-out before tfBg@nings (2% innings if the
home team is winning), the game will be restartechfthe beginning at a later
date. The umpire should return your money and ymuwilsl contact your re-
scheduler.

2.3.2. For Junior High and High School, seven (7) inningsstitute a regulation
game. In the case of a game that is rained-oulackéd-out after four (4) innings
(3%2 innings if the home team is winning), it shadl considered an official game.
If the game is rained-out or blacked-out before @) innings (3% innings if the
home team is winning), the game will be restartechfthe beginning at a later
date. The umpire should return your money and ymuwilsl contact your re-
scheduler.

2.4. Aten (10) minute grace period is allowed afterghaene’s scheduled starting
time. The game must begin or be forfeited aftergitaee period has expired.

2.5. The minimum number of players that can start a gamee (9) and the
missing tenth (19) player can join the game when she arrives noemathat the
inning is. While playing with only (9) players theam does not take an out when the
missing player's batting position come up.

2.6. If the game starts with 11, 12 or 13 girls in tlagting line-up and one of the
13 girls cannot finish the game, any girl not catkein the line-up may be put into
the game and has to occupy the absent girl's positf there is no girl available to
occupy the absent girl's position, an out will oceuery time that batting position

comes up.

2.7. Inthe case where a player is not present fortdme af the game and her
arrival would not make her the 10th player her namag be added to the bottom of
the line-up as long as the opposing coach is edtflirior to the start of the game. If
she arrives before the batting position has comehg may legally occupy that
batting position. If that position comes up befehe arrives then her name must be
removed from the line-up, the opposing coach remtiind she can only play in the
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game as a substitute if she is there before th&titutiion inning (see 2.17). If she
arrives after the substitution inning then she camtay in that game.

2.8. Only six (6) runs will be allowed per inning peate unless the team batting
is behind. In this case, the team that is behimdscare as many runs as needed to
tie the game plus six (6) more runs maximum.

2.9. Run Spread

2.9.1. For the Minors and Majors, a game consists of@pr(nings. Four (4)
innings shall be considered a complete game ifteam is ahead by fifteen (15)
runs at the end of the inning. Five (5) inningd Wwd a complete game if one
team is ahead by ten (10) runs at the end of thiagn

2.9.2. For the Junior High and High School teams, a gammsists of seven (7)
innings. Five (5) innings will be considered a cdetg game if one team is
ahead by fifteen (15) runs at the end of the inn8ig (6) innings will be
considered a complete game if one team is ahe&ehbil0) runs at the end of
the inning.

2.10. No inning shall begin after 7:00 for the 5:30 gamesafter dark for the 7:00
games. Evening game times may vary and are I¢ftet@mpire’s discretion. The
official score of this game is the score at the efthe last full inning. This rule only
applies to weekday games scheduled back-to-baeksimgle field. If no game
follows yours, this rule does not apply.

2.11. The Infield Fly Rule is in effect for the majoranjor high and high school
divisions only.

2.12. Re-Entry: Any of the starting players may be witan and re-enter once,
provided said player occupies the same battingipasin case of an injury, see
Rule 2.5.

2.13. The 3% strike on a foul is waived for the minors and nmgjonly giving them
unlimited foul balls after two (2) strikes.

2.14. Junior high and high school are allowed two (2) tmalls after two (2)
strikes. The 8 foul ball will be strike three (3) and the batieput if the ball is not
kept in play.

2.14.1.0n the third foul tip, the batter is out if thellba caught by the catcher.

2.15. In the situation where a runner is advancing cagaplay, and the fielder has
possession of the ball, the runner must eitheré'gip” or slide into the base to avoid
injury to either player. Charging a fielder by amer will be cause for removal of
the runner from the game.
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2.16. Extra Player (EP): Each team is allowed up to t8@extra players. If any
extra players are used, it must be made knowretbié¢lad coach prior of the
opposing team prior to the start of the game ardnsiist be listed on the scoring
sheet in the regular batting order. If the EP edysn EP must be used the entire
game. In case of an injury, see Rule 2.4.

2.17. All teams are required to bat and play in the fil@ry rostered girl present.
The only exception will be an injured player orlayer benched for disciplinary
reasons. The opposing team’s head coach must seddy these exceptions prior
to the start of the game and has the right to euresite player. Violation of any
portion of this rule or the following sub-rules nésult in the forfeiture of the game,
with the exception of the mercy rule.

2.17.1. For the Minors and Majors, all girls must be puthe game no later
than the beginning of the thirdrf)%inning. All girls must spend a minimum of
two (2) consecutive innings in the both the batting up and the field.

2.17.2. For Junior High and High School, all girls mustpheé in the game no
later than the beginning of the fourtt™4nning. All girls must spend a
minimum of three (3) consecutive innings in boté Hatting line up and the
field.

2.18. Home team shall be indicated on the schedule ahbdendetermined by home
field. Home team is on thé%base sideline.

2.19. Pitching - Prior to pitching, the pitcher shall ¢a& position with a foot firmly
on the ground and in contact with the pitching mrbBuring the pitching motion,
the foot must remain in contact with the pitchingpler and can only break contact
after the ball is released. The ball must be pdalnederhand and at a slow speed.
The arc of the ball must be at least (6) feet altbgeground but no higher than (10)
ten feet.

2.20. Any player exhibiting signs of contagious disease €hicken pox, measles,
head lice, etc.), or obvious injury (i.e. castg&abandage), open wounds (i.e.
bleeding) shall not be allowed to participate igf game in which these signs occur.
The WTGSL reserves the right to request a writtedical authorization / release
from any player prior to that player participatingghe WTGSL.

2.21. The USSSA rule known as the “Flip/Flop Rule” is msed in the WTGSL.
3. Equipment & Uniforms

3.1. Shoes with metal cleats are prohibited. Molded eulatteats are allowed, as
well as tennis shoes that tie or Velcro. Slip-ores@ohibited.

3.2. One new softball must be produced by the home feamach game. One
good used softball must be produced by the otlan.téll softballs will be provided
by the league.
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3.3. The home team will furnish the bases and pitchmdsind to be used for the
game. Bases and pitcher’s mound should be in goonditton and securely fastened.

3.4. Only USSSA softball bats may be used. No T-bak ladiowed.

3.5. All catchers must wear a helmet that has a masklat to it. Any catcher in
the Minors or Majors must wear a chest protectodunior High and High School
the use of the chest protector is left up to hestls and is strongly recommended.

3.6. Players must wear team shirts with at least agixach number on the back.
Player numbers cannot be the same, contain lettecgnals or fractions. The
wearing of hats, matching pants or matching sogkgptional. During inclement
weather jackets may be worn at the discretion ®@fcthaches, but the jackets cannot
cover the player’s number while that player isait b

3.7. Exposed jewelry such as watches, earrings, necklaiogs, bracelets or any
item deemed dangerous by the umpire may not be.Wedical Alert jewelry is the
exception but it must be taped to the body.

3.8. Helmets with ear flaps and chin straps are mangdborall batters and base
runners while the ball is in play.

4. Rain-outs & Rescheduling

4.1. ltis the responsibility of the head coaches taacirthe re-scheduler about
rain-outs or the need to reschedule any game.

4.2. Inthe case of inclement weather, head coacheddsballthe WTGSL
weather line to see if games are canceled or hiott) both teams need to report to
the field and the final decision will be made attme with the umpire having the
final say as to whether the game will be playedhéffield is deemed playable and a
team failed to assemble enough players, that teditale a forfeit.

4.3. At all times the safety of the girls is our maimcern. Therefore, in the event
of lightning, a tornado warning (sirens or sounds)any other threatening
conditions, the head coaches have the authorgyspend a game and should take
immediate action to move the girls to a safe lazatis well as advise the umpire.
Then see Rule 2.2.1 or 2.2.2.

4.4. Coaches are allowed to reschedule only one (1) geamseason must contact
the re-scheduler by 9:00 PM the night before thaegdf 9:00 PM has passed the
game will be a forfeit if a team cannot be fieldgdjame time the next day. The
game must then be played within two weeks of timeel@d game.
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5. Rosters and Contracts

5.1. Itis the responsibility of the organizer to tumthe completed contracts,
parent agreements, rosters and league fees teetmiter before the deadline.
Failure to turn in any one of these items prevémdeam from being considered
official and prevents them from being includedhe pre-season or regular season
schedule.

5.2. ltis the responsibility of the head coach to msiee their organizer has
everything that is required to be turn into thaswwer.

5.3. Schools that have more than one (1) team will ecdltle to exchange player
contracts after the contracts have been signednencbsters filed with the treasurer.

5.4. All contracts and monies of new players must lelfivith the treasurer
before their first played game. Teams may add psatgetheir rosters up until the
seventh (7) game of the season.

5.5. Using players whose contracts and/or monies aremdte with the treasurer
shall mean an automatic forfeit of any/all gamewimch the ineligible player(s)
participated.

5.6. Players may sign a contract with only one (1) te@mmseason.

5.7. League fees will not be return if the player legvihe league has played at
least one inning.

6. Umpires and Team Conduct

6.1. USSSA umpires are assigned to the various fieldbidy office. Any issue
regarding the umpires should first be brought ®atiention of your school
organizer. If necessary, the school organizertivdh contact the head organizer.

6.2. The umpire has the right to eject any player andéach from the game for
unsportsmanlike conduct. The head coach must pedtiel umpire with the name of
the player and/or coach at the time of the ejection

6.3. Itis fully within the umpire's power to eject fafiem the game and/or forfeit
a game due to their behavior.

6.4. Inthe case that an umpire does not appear for theéygame may be played
using volunteer umpires. It will considered an@é#l game if both head coaches
agree to play under these conditions prior to tag ef the game and one pitch is
made. The agreement to play must be signed indmatte books prior to the start of
the game. The umpire fees for that game can thgivea to the volunteer
umpire(s).

6.5. The WTGSL defines poor sportsmanship as: pushightifig, foul language,
talking about or teasing another player eitherhendpposing team or the same team,

9
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throwing equipment, ignoring a coach trying to defthe situation, refusal to play a
position as requested by the coach and spitting.c&ithe above instances need to
be immediately addressed by the head coach andestophis pertains to fans as
well. Any situation reported to the coach and rdtrassed at the time of the
occurrence will be addressed after the fact bypthed.

6.6. Smoking on the field or in the bench area is nlowad at any time by
anyone. WTGSL players and/or coaches will be plaoegdrobation and can be
subjected to an indefinite suspension. Fans wiidleed to leave the field.

6.7. Any person at a game with alcoholic beveragedegal drugs at the field
will be immediately suspended and a hearing byothaed will follow. Alcohol is
prohibited at all fields used by the WTGSL.

6.8. Head coaches, assistants and players may nottle@weaching boxes to
protest ball and strike decisions. If they do, they subject to an automatic removal
from the game. Head coaches do have the rightvanae to the field to control
players who are arguing with the umpire, so that gkyer might not be ejected
from the game.

6.9. If a player intentionally causes a collision, thayer will be ejected from that
game and suspended for the next game. The plagatdsavoid the collision by
sliding or giving up.

6.10. Any intentional throwing of equipment or foul larege out of obvious anger
or disappointment will result in the offending péaiyor coach being removed from
the game and suspended for the following game. mb@ns that the player or coach
will receive a minimum suspension of one full game.

6.11. Upon notification of a flagrant violation of the gws by a player, head
coach or assistant coach the board of the WTGSLdwituss the matter and decide
what course of action is necessary depending osawverity of the infraction.

6.12. Failure to follow the terms of the punishment settf by the board can result
in the individual being removed from the league.

6.13. Any board member has the authority to immediatalty @&mporarily suspend
a coach or player if it is deemed necessary.

7. Protests

7.1. Only when an infraction of the rules is involvedch@protest be called. Those
issues that may not result in a protest includarapire’s judgment call such as
balls/strikes, safe/out, etc.

7.2. All protests must be made on the playing fieldthe presence if the opposing
head coach and umpire before the next pitch ofjlmae. The only exception to this
rule is player eligibility, which can be protestadany time during the season.

10
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7.3. After a protest is made on the field, the protegsinthen be filed with the
rules & protest chairperson no later than 24 haiftes said game.

7.4. Each protest must be accompanied by a $20.00ffde protest is won, the
fee will be returned. If the protest is lost, tke will be forfeited and deposited into
the general fund.

7.5. All matters concerning protests shall be handlethieyboard.

7.6. lllegal Player: A signature of the player in questmust accompany any
illegal player protest, and any player requestethbyumpire must sign the opposing
team’s score book.

8. Forfeits

8.1. If ateamis not ready to play ten (10) minutesratite scheduled starting time
that team must forfeit.

8.2. Inthe case of a forfeit both team are to pay tin@ite at the field. If for some
reason the umpire cannot be paid at the fieldfebes to be returned to the treasurer
before the start of their next scheduled game.

8.3. Any team that withdraws or is disqualified from tlkague shall forfeit all
remaining games and lose their membership in tgule for the remainder of the
season.

8.4. If a game is forfeited after it has started, no enfees will be refunded to
either team.

8.5. The score of a forfeited game shall stand as 7-0.
9. Scores and Statistics

9.1. Itis the responsibility of the winning team's chisg staff to make sure the
score of the game gets communicated the statdteisperson in a timely manner.

9.2. League standings are based on a point system wher@) points are
awarded for a win, one (1) point for a tie and zZ&)points for a loss. The end-of-
the-season standings are based on the points ditha runs-for stat is only used to
break ties during the season.
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